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Staff 
Rev. Becky Erb Strang .......................................... Pastor 
Katie Jackson ........................ Director of Youth Ministries 
Rev. Christina Perkins ....... Designated Christian Ed Dir. 
Barb Holdren ....................... Office Manager/Bookkeeper 
Anna Hoelscher ........................ Lay Minister of Visitation 
Dick Hudson ........................................................ Organist 
Jim Strang ............................................. Director of Music 
Jack Hansbrough ................................ Bell Choir Director 
Connie O’Neill ... Organist; Saturday Night Choir Director 
Janet Eilerman .................................. Financial Secretary 
Dennis & Linda Hainline .............. Ed. Building Custodian 
Greg Hainline .................................. Sanctuary Custodian 
Ralph Plattner.......................................... Groundskeeper 
John Mohrman ............ Building Maintenance Technician 
Kathy Topp ................................................. Beacon Editor 
Marta Hoelscher ............................................. Webmaster 

 
 

2016 Church Council (meets 2nd Tue) 
(Transacts routine business of the church) 

Mike Holdren ................................................. President 
Kim Quellhorst ..................................... Vice President 
Lori Likens ........................ 1st yr. Recording Secretary 
Art Barnes ........................................ 2nd yr. Treasurer 
Joyce Topp..................................................... Sr. Elder 
Terri Goodwin ................................................ Jr. Elder 
Norm Holcomb ..................................... 3rd yr. Trustee 
John Mohrman .....................................2nd yr. Trustee 
TBA ....................................................... 1st yr. Trustee 
John Knost .......................................... 2nd yr. Deacon 
Teri Lesher .......................................... 2nd yr. Deacon 
Cindy Newman .................................... 2nd yr. Deacon 
Jeff Quellhorst ..................................... 2nd yr. Deacon  
Shelly Smart ........................................ 2nd yr. Deacon 
Jay Snider ........................................... 2nd yr. Deacon 
Brenda Haynes .................................... 1st yr. Deacon 
Tyler Hirschfeld .................................... 1st yr. Deacon 
Tracy Oldiges ....................................... 1st yr. Deacon 
Brice Schmitmeyer ............................... 1st yr. Deacon  
Gary Wehmeyer ........... 1st yr. Deacon, Head Deacon 
Shelly Zeller ......................................... 1st yr. Deacon 
 
 

Board of Christian Education (meets last Monday) 
(Partnering with Families, the St. Paul UCC Board of 
Christian Education strives to guide our children through 
weekly educational opportunities and ongoing mission 
outreach) 
Rev. Christina Perkins--Director Terri Mullins
Dana Blanchard Kristen Nelson
Dana Bornhorst Brook Schmitmeyer
Myra Hanenkratt Shelly Smart
Deb Hirschfeld Michelle Voress
Katie Jackson Lisa Weigandt
Ragan Miller Shelly Zeller
Kelly Muether  

 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
Tom Thieman ............................................... Chairman 
Jan Fiser ......................................................... Member 
Amy Barhorst .................................................. Member 

Membership Committee 
(Promotes/encourages membership and participation in  
St. Paul activities; church publicity) 
Tom Braun Rev. Becky Erb Strang
Dennis Dicke Sandy Thieman
Rebekkah Fry John Voress, Chairman
Bev Poppe Dick Watcke

Emily Wiedeman
 

Stewardship Board 
(Secures pledges; promotes stewardship programs) 

Kim Quellhorst ........................................................ 3rd yr. 
Gary Wiedeman ............................................ 2nd yr., Chr. 
Deb Hirschfeld ....................................................... 2nd yr. 
Sally Wissman ........................................................ 1st yr. 
Sally Dicke .............................................................. 1st yr. 

 
Mission Team 

(Raises awareness/promotes mission programs) 
Art Barnes, Chairman Larry & Ann Kuhn
Sharon Fiely Bev Poppe
John & Joyce Gilberg Amy Scheer
Marta Hoelscher Gary Wehmeyer

 
Worship Committee (meets bi-monthly) 

Joyce Topp ....................................... Sr. Elder, Chairman 
Rev. Becky Erb Strang ........................................... Pastor 
Dick Hudson ........................................................ Organist 
Jim Strang .............................................. Director of Music 
Gary Wehmeyer.......................................... Head Deacon 
 

Budget Committee (meets in August) 
(Prepares church budget for following year) 

Mike Holdren ........................... Church Council President 
Kim Quellhorst ................ Church Council Vice President 
Lori Likens ............................... Church Council Secretary 
Art Barnes ............................... Church Council Treasurer 
Joyce Topp ............................... Church Council Sr. Elder 
Norm Holcomb ...................... Church Council Sr. Trustee 
Gary Wiedeman ............... Chairman, Stewardship Board 
 

Board of Controls (meets Mar-Jun-Oct) 
(Administers St. Paul Memorial Fund) 

Mike Holdren ........................... Church Council President 
Kim Quellhorst ................ Church Council Vice President 
Norm Holcomb ...................... Church Council Sr. Trustee 
Terry Wissman 
Don Scheer 
Burt Fiser 
 

Financial Advisory Committee 
(Consults with bookkeeper regarding church investments) 
Don Scheer ..................................................... Member 
John Voress .................................................... Member 
Bob Wierwille .................................................. Member 
John Wierwille ................................................ Member 
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FROM OUR PASTOR 
While we do not focus on 

him much, King Herod is a 
major player in our Christmas 
and Epiphany stories. A 
ruthless leader who adopted 
Judaism, but was not trusted 
by the Jews due to his loyalty 
to Rome, Herod sought to kill 
Jesus while he was still a baby. 
This caused Jesus and his 

family to flee to Egypt—refugees in their own right.  

While we do not focus much on King Herod, we 
cannot forget his impact. For here is the truth: even 
today, our world is full of Herods—ruthless men and 
women, who would use terrorism and violence, fear and 
war to maintain and expand their power. And, we as 
Christians can easily be sucked into that terror and fear. 
All we have to do is turn on the TV or click on social 
media to see fellow Christians calling for blood, calling 
for revenge, closing our borders and turning their backs 
on homeless children and families.  

How do we welcome the Prince of Peace in the midst 
of all this?  

Yet, we must welcome Jesus who calls us not to 
violence, not to revenge, but to a life of forgiveness, 
love, and mercy. The world will always have its Herods, 
but at Epiphany, we seek a different kind of King—one 
who welcomes all to his table of grace.  

We are called to do the same.  

Blessings,  
Becky  

 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER AND GAMES 
The Discipleship Team invites you to dinner at 6:00 

p.m. in the Assembly Room on New Year’s Eve, 
Thursday, December 31. The main dish and drinks will 
be provided—we simply ask that you bring a side dish 
or dessert to share.  

Following dinner, we will play games and the children 
are welcome to watch the movie “Inside Out” in the 
theatre room. We will head home by 8:00 p.m. 

See you there! 
 

EPIPHANY OPEN HOUSE:  
JANUARY 3 AT THE PARSONAGE 

Everyone is invited to an open house at the 
parsonage on Sunday, January 3 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
This event will be hosted by the Erb Strang family. This 
event is open for all ages—a great opportunity to touch 
base with St. Paul friends and family at the start of the 
New Year. Please bring an appetizer/finger food to 
share.  

 
COFFEE SHOP HOURS 

Throughout January, Pastor Becky will be at New 
Bremen Coffee Company from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Mondays for fellowship and conversations.  

All are welcome!  

WORSHIP TEAM 
The Worship Team will meet on Sunday, January 24, 

at 11:30 a.m. in the Library.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 

The Discipleship Team will meet on Tuesday, 
January 19, in the 4th and 5th grade Spirit Safari Room 
to plan for winter and spring activities. If you are looking 
for an active, hands-on team, Discipleship is for you. All 
are welcome! 

 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

The Discipleship Team invites parents and 
grandparents to bring your children to Family Fun Night 
scheduled for Sunday, January 31, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Assembly Room. We will begin with dinner together. 
The main dish and drinks will be provided—we ask that 
you bring a side dish or dessert to share.  

Following the meal, we will do lots of family-oriented 
activities and games. We plan to wrap up by 7:30 p.m. 

Any questions? Contact Lisa Weigandt or Pastor 
Becky 

 
BECKY’S BOOK CLUB RETURNS 

After taking the autumn off, the monthly Book Club 
hosted by Pastor Becky is returning. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, January 24, at 6:00 p.m. We will 
eat dinner at the parsonage (meal provided), then 
discuss Marcus Borg’s Convictions: How I Learned 
What Matters Most. 

Please contact the church office to order a copy of 
the book.  

All are welcome!  

 
BIBLE STUDY: THE STORY 

Beginning Thursday, January 7, we will meet in the 
Library at 7:00 p.m. for our continuing 31-week Bible 
study.  

If you have not had a chance to join us, it is not too 
late. All are welcome! 
 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Church Council members will be formally installed 

into their respective offices during worship services 
January 9 and 10.  

 
WELCOMING THE REV. PHIL HART,  

DESIGNATED OHIO CONFERENCE MINISTER 
During the weekend of January 9 and 10, the 

Reverend Phil Hart, Designated Ohio Conference 
Minister, will preach and worship at St. Paul.  

Phil will bring to us news of the Conference and his 
dynamic preaching style! 
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Mission 
MISSION-MISSION 

The Mission Team meets on the first Sunday, after 
church for about an hour of every month, except in the 
summertime.  The Team decides at the last meeting of the 
year what the monthly missions will be for the upcoming 
year.   

If you have an interest in missions and are willing to 
volunteer to serve on the Mission Team, you will be 
welcomed on this very important part of our church.  For 
more information, please contact any Mission Team 
member including Amy Scheer, Joyce or John Gilberg, 
Beverly Poppe, Gary Wehmeyer, Ann or Larry Kuhn, or Art 
Barnes. 

Our next meeting will be after church on Sunday, 
January 3, 2016. 

This is a worthwhile way that you can serve your church 
by giving of your time without having to spend many hours 
away from your family and other obligations. Your dedication 
is appreciated. Thank you. 

The Mission Team 
 

WE DID IT! 
Do you remember our congregation was challenged to 

meet or surpass what the Spirit Safari collected in their 
Thankoffering boxes? 

Well – we did it – not by much, but we were at least able 
to collect $653.90 in our Thankoffering boxes and $396 in 
our Thanksgiving Day envelopes.  A big thank you to all 
who made that special effort.  As we are blessed, we are 
asked to think of others.  Thank you! 

Women’s Service Group,  
Sue Kettler & Ann Kuhn 

 
2016 EL SALVADOR TRIP 

There will be another trip to El Salvador from February 
24 to March 3, 2016.  Again, there will be a box on the 
stage for items for the school, clinic, and the poor 
people.  No medications please. This year they could use 
cloth grocery bags because plastic bags have been 
outlawed.  There is still room for several more 
participants.  Thanks. 

John and Joyce Gilberg 
 
 

Local Aid Expenditures 
Nov 17 thru Dec 20 

$843 Utilities 
$1560 Rent/mortgage 
$172 Groceries 
$689 Christmas 
$54 Household items 

$617 Family expenses 
Gift cards restocked 

$300 Kroger - (12) $25-card 
$1200 Aldi – (48) $25-card 

Gift cards & certificates distributed 
6 Kroger cards 
16 Aldi certificates 
19 Marathon cards 

ST. PAUL GIVING SPIRIT TRAVELS NORTH 
It wasn’t exactly a winter wonderland for Santa Claus 

delivering gifts to good little girls and boys, but a misty 
rain on Dec. 16 didn’t dampen spirits of a St. Paul 
contingent delivering hats, scarves, gloves and school 
bags to northern Ohio and Indiana. 

 Four members of the St. Paul Mission Team took a 
day’s road trip of 400-plus miles to be couriers of 
Christmas joy for the Nu-Vizion UCC mission in Toledo 
and Church World Service in Elkhart, IN.  

St. Paul answered the call to donate cold weather 
attire for Nu-Vizion clients in the depressed Olde Town 
neighborhood of Toledo. John & Joyce Gilberg and Art 
& Cathy Barnes handed over four large bags of winter 
wear to the Rev. Ed. Heilman, pastor of Park UCC, a 
sponsoring congregation of Nu-Vizion. 

 From Toledo, the St. Paul group drove to Elkhart, a 
regional office of Church World Service. The Women’s 
Service Group received a $250 matching grant from the 
UCC Disaster Ministries office with which to sew 50 tote 
bags and fill them with school supplies. 

 Lisa Hayes of the CWS staff said the school kits 
would be sent from the CWS warehouse to numerous 
countries in need after natural disasters.  Joyce Gilberg 
added that the women’s group had not yet used all the 
grant money and planned to sew another 50 bags. 

 The evening drive back to New Bremen still wasn’t 
snow-threatened, but the Christmas spirit shown by the 
St. Paul congregation helped fuel the ride home.   

Thank you to everyone who made this possible! 

 The Mission Team 
 

 
SACKS OF SPIRIT:  Four large sacks of Christmas spirit — in 
the form of hats, gloves and scarves donated by St. Paul 
members — surround Rev. Ed Heilman, pastor of Park UCC of 
Toledo. The winter wear is for the Nu-Vizion UCC mission in 
Toledo.  Park church is a sponsor of Nu-Vizion. 
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SCHOOL KITS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 

The Women’s Service Group accepted a challenge 
from the UCC Disasters Ministry to raise $250 for the 
making of school kits to be given to the children in 
refugee camps and in impoverished countries.  In return, 
the UCC Disasters Ministry would send $250 more.  Fifty 
school kits were made and delivered. Because all the 
material was donated by those who sewed the bags and 
our local furniture store, no money was spent on the 
purchase of material.  Many items included in the kits, 
were donated also. Because shipping is so expensive, 
the bags were delivered by car to Elkhart, Indiana.    At 
the last meeting, many of the members said that they 
still had not turned in their sewn bags. In addition, we 
had money left over that will be spent on filling them.  It 
was decided that, after Christmas, they would begin 
work again on sending fifty more school kits to Church 
World Service.  

A big thank you to all those who helped in some way 
to make this project a success. 

The Women’s Service Group 
 

SCHOOL BAGS GO WORLDWIDE 

Handiwork of the Women’s Service Group, school bags filled 
with supplies, is delivered by Cathy Barnes (left) and Joyce Gilberg 
to the Church World Service warehouse in Elkhart, Indiana.  The 
bags will be distributed to several countries suffering from natural 
disasters. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR CAMP WASHINGTON 

Much like last year and years past, St. Paul sent a 
pickup truck full of toys and clothes to Washington UCC in 
Cincinnati for its Gifts to the Manger collection during the 
Christmas season.  Rev. Pam DeFusco, accepting a 
$1,021 check from Art Barnes, said St. Paul leads all 
congregations that donate to the Camp Washington 
neighborhood church programs.  

 
 

 
 
 

KINDNESS COUNTS 
Need some creative ideas for performing acts of 

kindness? Here are a few from randomactsofkindness.org: 

Make blankets or scarves for homeless people. 

Send a care package to someone who’s in college or 
the military. 

Collect coins for a charity or cause. 

When you can’t attend an event, give the tickets to 
strangers. 

Provide tutoring or mentoring in your field of expertise. 

Offer to babysit or pet-sit free. 

Send a note of appreciation to someone who’s made a 
difference in your life. 

Share your gifts of music, reading or conversation at a 
nursing home. 

Donate old sports equipment to schools. 

Give someone the benefit of the doubt – maybe even a 
family member or yourself! 
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News & Events 
PAGE TURNERS 

Due to scheduling conflicts in January and February, 
there will be no Page Turners those two months.  Book 
reviews will resume in March.  Watch The Beacon for 
further updates. 

Sandy Thieman 
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON 
Hurrah! The winter weather has been and is 

predicted to be mild. Take the opportunity to come and 
join us for Senior Lunch on January 21 at noon. We 
appreciate a call to the church office (419-629-2502) to 
help with planning. Perhaps a neighbor or a friend could 
join you. All are welcome.  

[HELPFUL HINT:  For tea flavoring, dissolve old-
fashioned lemon drops or hard mint candy into your tea. 
They melt quickly and keep the tea brisk!] 

Senior Luncheon Committee 
 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for the cards, visits 

and prayers while Mike was going through all of his 
complications from his knee replacement.  Thank you, 
everyone! 

Mike & Vicki Brackman 
 

Thank you Pastor Becky and Anna Hoelscher for 
your visits and to all for your prayers and cards.  I have 
returned home from Otterbein. 

Ruth Topp 
 

We would like to thank Rev. Becky, Anna Hoelscher, 
the funeral luncheon committee and the congregation 
for all the cards, thoughts and prayers our mother 
received while she was a resident at Auglaize Acres and 
with her passing.  Even though our mother may not have 
recognized all the cards and visitors, our family 
appreciated the fact that the St. Paul family never forgot 
her.  It meant a lot to us. With heartfelt thanks, 

The Family of Luella Poppe 
Debra & Lance Lear and Kayla 

David & Sheila Poppe, Elaine, Andrew, & Thomas 
Carol Poppe/Andrew Beckerman & Lauren 

 

Meetings 
MEN’S CLUB 

The Men’s Club will meet on Saturday, January 2, 
at 8:00 a.m. at Speedway Lanes.   

John Voress 
 

WOMEN’S SERVICE GROUP 
The Women’s Service Group will be meeting on 

Thursday, January 14, at 1:00 p.m. in the Assembly 
Room.  Pastor Becky will lead us in a Bible study.  All 
are welcome.  

Joyce Gilberg 
 

BUSY TWELVE 
The Busy Twelve will not meet in January. 

Eileen Gamble 
 

CHURCH RECORD BOOK 
Baptisms: 
Anadelle Grace Burden, born February 14, 2015, to 

Andy and Sarah (Nicolosi) Burden, was baptized on 
December 20, 2015. 

Norah Elise Aumick, born October 13, 2015, to Matt and 
Lindsey (Wierwille) Aumick, was baptized on December 
20, 2015. 

Marriage: 
Kaylyn Clint and Tyler Regedanz, were united in 

marriage in the sanctuary on December 26, 2015. 

BIRTH CANDLE ON THE ALTAR 
Maxwell Lewis Testa, grandson of June (Hertenstein) 

Oaks was born on December 7, 2015. 

Waylon Robert Mabry, was born to Cara Miller and 
Daryl Mabry on December 13, 2015.  Waylon is the 
grandson of Pam Miller and great-grandson of Bev and 
Ralph Plattner. 

 
 

 

GREETERS 
Jan 3
East Brice and Brook Schmitmeyer family
North John & Shelly Zeller family
South Alice Hartwig 

Jan 10
East Tim & Vicki May 
North Bart & Logan Suchland 
South Tom & Becky Quellhorst 

Jan 17
East Jeff & Renee Paul family 
North Rob & Diane Paul 
South Greg Paul

Jan 24
East Randy & Lisa Davidson family
North Jake & Emily Langenkamp
South Leah Gilberg & Molly Borkowski

Jan 31
East George & Karen Voress 
North Jay & Jen Snider family 
South Brad & Kim Waterman family

SATURDAY ACCOMPANISTS
Jan 2 Edith Wissman 
Jan 9 Bev Plattner 
Jan 16 Connie O’Neill 
Jan 23 Bev Plattner 
Jan 30 Sharon Chaney 

ALTAR FLOWER SCHEDULE
Jan 2-3 Duane & Alice Hartwig 
Jan 9-10 Art & Cathy Barnes 
Jan 16-17 Anna Hoelscher 
Jan 23-24 (open)
Jan 30-31 (open)
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Pastoral Care is very important. 
Please call the church office when you 
or a family member or friend enter a 
hospital or care facility so the pastor 
and church friends can be supportive.  

 
 

 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENTS 

ELMWOOD ASSISTED LIVING 
711 S. Walnut St., New Bremen, OH  45869
Lois Moeller  
Louise Wiedeman  
  
HERITAGE MANOR 
24 N. Hamilton St., Minster, OH  45865 
Thomas Goodwin  
Jill May  
Alice Waterman  
Jean Waterman  
  
THE GARDENS-WAPAKONETA 
505 Walnut St., Wapakoneta, OH  45895 
Louise Kettler (Room 222)  
 
THE GARDENS-CELINA 
1301 Myers Rd., Celina, OH  45822 
Wilbur Greber  
  
ST. MARYS LIVING CENTER 
1209 Indiana Ave., St. Marys, OH  45885 
Marcella Thomas  
  
OTTERBEIN-ST. MARYS 
11300 Yost Circle, St. Marys, OH  45885 
Doris Blanke 
Dan Chamberlin (11410 Cardinal Lane) 
LaRue Dicke  
Miriam Donnerberg (11314 Bobwhite Lane) 
Dorothy Feltman (11313 Bobwhite Lane) 
 
BRIARWOOD MANOR 
100 Don Desch Dr.,  Coldwater, OH  45828 
William (Bill) Jackson  
  
SWISS VILLAGE 
1350 W. Main St., P. O. Box 284, Berne, IN  46711 
Mary Lou Campbell, Room 658 
 
PARKVUE COMMUNITY 
3800 Boardwalk Boulevard, Sandusky, OH 44870 

Mary Ahlers, Room 108 
 
SYCAMORE GLEN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
317 Sycamore Glen Dr. #4107, Miamisburg, OH  
45342 
Dot Ouwerkerk 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
These people have the special day of their birth this month.  

May God bless all of you birthday people on your special day.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Melissa Albers, Mark Fledderjohann, Mitchell Hays, 
Gary Schmitmeyer, Brian Tontrup 

3 Estella Hainline, Emily Langenkamp, Craig Schnelle,  
Dusty Wallace 

4 Bryan Dammeyer, Hannah Holdren 

5 Lance Dammeyer, Dylan Hammond, Terry Humphries, 
Robert Kettler, Jr. 

6 Caitlyn Topp 

7 Dawn Dicke, MariAna Muether, Jerilyn Weir,  
David Zirkle 

9 David Hirschfeld, Trey Naylor, Kathy Topp 

10 Allen Bushman, Katie Dietrich, Steve Greber,  
Sheree Topp 

11 Sharon Fiely, Timothy Kuhn, Kohneita Lear,  
Robert Stevens, Audrey Thobe 

12 Julie Beake, Abigayle Dicke, Anthony Kuhn  

13 Marlene Ahlers, Jason Elsass, Kristi Voisard 

14 Roger Barlage, John Dicke, Kelly Dicke, 
Tim Nevels, Tyce Quellhorst, Wade Schroer,  
Scott Topp 

15 Mike Brackman, Sr., Kris Imwalle 

16 Nathan Hirschfeld, Daniel Jacoby,  
Cynthia Manbeck 

17 Jack Gilberg, Adam Lampert 

18 Ella Dicke, Dorothy Wilkens 

19 Dawn McMaster, Bonnie Rismiller 

20 Chloe Homan, Lee Sudman 

21 Steve Imwalle, Madison Schroer 

22 Bonnie Heidt, Brennan Topp 

23 Peggy Brandewie, Bruce Miller 

24 Brad Felver, Jack Henry, Anna Mae Hudson 

25 Jan Fiser, Carl Hatfield 

26 Blake Hirschfeld, Deborah Kuck, Margaret Pape, 
LeeAnn Sherman, Melissa Smith, Blake Snider,  
Mary Ellen White 

28 Danika Davis, Nicole Paul, Amy Schmitmeyer 

30 Samantha Barhorst, James Dicke, Sr.,  
Benjamin Opperman, Jessica Schemmel, Gene Topp 

31 Joyce Gilberg, Mark Topp, Evelyn Wenning 

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

9 Frederick & Rebekkah Fry 

14 Dennis & Ann Nelson 

16 Neal & Andrea Hittepole 

22 Thomas & Michele Ziegenbusch 
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St. Paul U.C.C. Council Meeting 

December 8, 2015 

The meeting was called to order by President Mike 
Holdren with 19 attendees including: Art Barnes, Allen 
Bushman, Lisa Davidson, Nelson Erb, Brenda Haynes, 
Norm Holcomb, Barb Holdren, Katie Jackson, Terri 
Lesher, John Mohrman, Cindy Newman, Christina 
Perkins, Kim Quellhorst, Dee Schroer, Pastor Becky 
Strang, Gene Topp, Joyce Topp and Kathy Topp.  Mike 
Holdren provided the meditation. 

Secretary’s Report:  The secretary's report for the 
November 10 council meeting was reviewed.  Norm 
Holcomb made a motion to approve; John Mohrman 
seconded; motion carried.   

Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer's report as of 
November 30, 2015, was reviewed.  The ytd balance, 
income vs. expenses, indicated a deficit of ($23,643.08).  
Lisa Davidson made a motion to approve; Norm Holcomb 
seconded; motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Membership:  No report.  Next meeting, first week of 

January. 
 
Mission:  Art Barnes reported that: 
A pickup truck full of toys and clothing along with a 

check for $1021 were delivered to Camp Washington UCC 
in Cincinnati--donations from St. Paul’s November mission 
project. 

The mission project for December will be the 
Christmas Fund (formerly Veterans of the Cross). 

 
Worship:  Pastor Becky reported that the Christmas 

season schedule has been finalized. 
 
Discipleship:  Pastor Becky reported that: 
The next meeting will be held January 19 to plan 

winter and spring activities. 
A New Year’s Eve dinner and games will be held from 

6-8:00 p.m. in the Assembly Room, including a movie for 
kids. 

A Family Fun Night will be held January 31 at 6:00 
p.m. 

 
OTHER REPORTS 

Christian Education:  Christina Perkins reported that: 
 New curriculums are being reviewed, with the new 

schedule to begin in January. 
Deacons:  Dee Schroer – nothing to report. 

Elders: Brenda Haynes - nothing to report. 

Maintenance:  John Mohrman reported that: 
Boiler heating intakes have been rerouted to perform 

more efficiently and safely. 
The parking lot project is complete. 
Broken floor and ceiling tiles in the auditorium have 

been replaced. 
The reinstallation of the Jesus is Knocking stained 

glass window has been slowed by temporary physical 
constraints of Richard Reichart of Dayton Art Glass.  

Trustees:  (see New Business for issues regarding 
parsonage chimneys and water heater). 

 
Rev. Strang’s report: 
Worship: 
>Dec 13:  Children lead Christmas worship.  Caroling 

in the afternoon. 
>Dec 19:  Blue Christmas/Longest Night service at 5:00 

p.m. in sanctuary.  This is a community-wide service. 
>Dec 20:  Christmas music Sunday plus two infant 

baptisms. 
>Dec 24:  Christmas Eve services–5:00, 8:00, and 

11:00 p.m. (with communion at 11:00 p.m. service). 
>Dec 26-27:  Megan Hanenkratt preaching (I will 

assist). 
>Jan 9-10:  Rev. Phil Hart, Designated Ohio 

Conference Minster, preaches; installation of council 
members.   

>Feb 13-14:  Rev. John Dorhauer, President and 
General Minister of the UCC, preaches. 

Upcoming events: 
>Dec 13:   Christmas caroling to homebound folk. 
>Dec 13:  Senior High Christmas dinner at parsonage. 
>Dec 19:  Family Fun Night 
>Dec 31:  Epiphany Open House at the parsonage, 2-

5:00 p.m.  Bring an appetizer to share. 

Personnel:   
>Katie Jackson is now a licensed minister on behalf of 

St. Paul UCC. 

Coffee Shop hours continue on Mondays from 2-4:00 
p.m. Have been very well attended. 

Continuing Ed:  Plan to combine 2015 and 2016 
scheduled time for Biblical Italy Jun 8-23.  I will pay the 
difference in cost out of my pocket.  

Upcoming vacation time: 
>Possibly away Feb 18-22. 
>Possibly Jul 13-18. 
>Possibly Aug 15-24. 

Other participation: 
>Ohio Conference Board of Directors through 2017. 
>NWOA’s cabinet. 
>Emergency on-call pastor (1 week very 5-6 months) 

for the Grand Lake Health Care System. 
>Southwestern Auglaize County Chamber of 

Commerce board of directors through 2016. 
>New Bremen/New Knoxville Rotary board. 
>Facilitator for Ohio Conference’s Excellence in 

Ministry program. 

Pastoral care–Nov 10 thru Dec 8,  2015: 
>Phone calls:  6 
>Office visits:  8 
>Hospital visits:  5 
>Nursing home visits:  6 
>Nursing home worship: 1 
>Home visits:  7 
>Notes written:  37 (plus SPLASH kids made and sent 

20 Thanksgiving cards to homebound folk). 
>Funerals:  4 
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>Cookie deliveries:  14 
>Coffee Shop Hours folk:  46 
>Home communion:  13 
 

Katie Jackson’s report: 
SPLASH – 9 students are enrolled.  Our Christmas 

party is tomorrow.  We will resume classes on January 6. 

JH – We finished our series on being and living in 
God’s image.  Our Christmas party has a patriotic theme, 
as voted by our kids.  We will also take a break until 
January 6. 

HS – Our students helped trace and cut out the 
ornaments for the Sunday school kids.  We will have our 
Christmas party at the parsonage on Sunday. 

6th-8th grade Sunday school – We have had 10 or 
more kids in our class every week this year.  We are 
working through the covenant, and will start talking about 
Jacob and Esau this week. 

El Salvador students – Ages 16-up can go June 14-
21, 2016.  I am still talking to students about the trip.  We 
started working on bead and wire ornaments for a 
fundraiser.  We are going to sell them on Facebook and 
after church services. 

Upcoming events: 
>Confirmation Camp:  July 6-9.  All incoming 

confirmands are encouraged to attend. 
>Our HS students opted to go on a mission trip to 

Long Island, NY this summer, July 16-22.  We will join 
students from Rocky River UMC in Rocky River, OH. 

>Our JH students are invited to spend a few days in 
mission and service in Lima at the end of June. 

Planning teams:  
> Faith Formation through NWOA;  
>Winter Beak All Nighter through NWOA;  
>Confirmation Camp co-director through the 

conference. 

Student events attended: 
>2 JV and varsity NB basketball games. 
>JH band concert. 

Continuing Education: 
>“Journeys of Paul in Turkey & Greece” in April 2016. 

Ornaments for Sunday schoolers: 
>Our HS students completed the tracing and cutting 

out of the ornaments.  Now, I am working on completing 
all of the sewing. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
Wish List:   
>Lighting-Auditorium – remove.  LED lights will be 

purchased to replace existing lights as they burn out. 
>Kitchen range – remove.  A new range is on order. 

Smoke detectors: 
>Further evaluation regarding replacements is being 

considered. Continue tabled motion from the December 
council meeting. 

2016 Council nominations :   
>The first-year trustee position is still open; all other 

positions are filled. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Parsonage chimneys: 
>A recent inspection indicated that the two parsonage 

chimneys are not functional and would need to be rebuilt 
to regain use.  Council’s consensus was to have the 
chimneys capped off. 

Parsonage water heater: 
>A recent inspection indicated that the gas water 

heater was improperly vented into one of the chimneys, 
presenting a serious safety issue.  Options are to either re-
vent the gas water heater to make it safe or replace it with 
an electric water heater.  Art Barnes made a motion to 
allow the trustees to decide the best option; Norm Holcomb 
seconded; motion carried. 

General Fund deficit: 
>The sustainability of the current budget is in peril.  

Council discussed ways to produce more income; for 
instance, offering rental space or financial/budget planning 
programs for young families.  Upon further discussion, Art 
Barnes made a motion of referral to the Stewardship 
Committee for further consideration.  Brenda Haynes 
seconded; motion carried. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next council meeting January 12, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned and closed with all saying the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

____________________________ 

Kathy Topp, Secretary 

 

____________________________ 

Mike Holdren, President 

 

 

 

WISH LIST 

What is the Wish List?  A list (in no particular order) 
that the church council has developed that will help 
direct attention to items that families or groups may 
want to consider purchasing for the church.  This list is 
for reference only.  Other ideas are welcome. 

Item Guesstimate

Flooring in auditorium $8000 

Additional playground equipment $2500 

Carpeting-Assembly Room & Chapel ? 

New clock faces – steeple ? 

Giving envelope mailing $600-$800 

Air conditioning – Youth Room $5600 

Cross, candleholders, vases 
for Chapel altar 

$1500-$2000 

Laminator $2900-$3000 
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This ’n That 
AMY SCHEER VISITS CHILD  

IN NICARAGUA 

 
Amy Scheer and Priscila, her Compassion  

International-sponsored child 
 

In October, I spent two weeks relaxing 
and bonding with my brother in 
Nicaragua.  The real reason that I went 
was to meet my Compassion 
Internat ional-sponsored child who 
lives in Managua.  Compassion 
International is a Christian child 
sponsorship program. 

When I found out that my brother was 
going to Nicaragua, I arranged to go 
along and visit my sponsored child.  To 
start the process, my brother and I had to 
go through a criminal background check.  
Compassion does this for the protection 
of the child. 

Priscila, my sponsored child, was 
going to be six years old on October 20 
so I asked if it would be possible to visit 
her on that day.  Compassion made all of 
the arrangements and told us to be at the 
Compassion office in Managua that 
morning.  There we met our hostess and 
interpreter who would be with us for the 
day. 

They first took us to the Child 
Development Center at the local church 
where Priscila attends. We met the 
pastor, the superintendent and her 
teacher.  They showed us her classroom 
that was clean, neat and decorated with 
many colorful art projects.  They have a 
library with a limited supply of books and 

a very small playground with a slide and small jungle gym.  The children 
attend the center nine hours per week.  Children in Nicaragua attend 
public school only half-days.  At the Center, they have devotions, sing 
and pray.  They also receive a snack, recreation, Christian education 
and emotional and educational support. 

As we were taking our tour, Priscila and her parents arrived.  For 
me, it was a very emotional meeting.  We had been exchanging letters 
for the last several years but when you meet, it’s somewhat 
overwhelming. 

Priscila’s teacher showed me her records.  They keep track of 
everything – doctor and dentist visits, how many times she attends 
church, how well she does in school, if she participates in class, if she 
likes art or music.  It also showed that the family lived on $65 a month. 

I was happy to meet both of her parents.  Many of the sponsored 
children don’t have a father in the home.  Priscila’s father is very 
involved in his children’s lives.  He works in a shoe store twelve hours 
a day and is allowed to take off one day a month.  When he found out 
that I would be visiting, he asked a month ahead of time to take off that 
day.  It impressed me that he would do that for his daughter. 

After leaving the Development Center, they welcomed me to their 
modest home with a welcome sign (Bienvenida Miss Amy Scheer) and 
a small bouquet of flowers.  Then Priscila opened the birthday gifts that 
I brought.  She was very happy with the baby doll. 

Priscila has two sisters who also have Compassion sponsors.  The 
family told me that whenever I send a letter they get together as a family 
and read my letter and that they have saved every letter that I have 
sent.  They also pray for me each night. 

From there home, we went out to lunch, spent some time playing at 
the local park and ended the day with ice cream.  Then it was time to 
say goodbye.  After spending the day together, I feel much closer to 
the whole family and hope to return sometime. 

If you are a person who sponsors a child, I would encourage you to 
write letters.  They really are appreciated.  And if you get a chance to 
meet them, it is a very rewarding experience. 

[Learn more about Compassion International at compassion.com]. 

 
 

DAILY SURVIVAL KIT FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Today, I am giving you a Daily Survival Kit to help you each day. 

Toothpick--to remind you to pick the good qualities in everyone, 
including yourself.   

Rubber Band--to remind you to be flexible. Things might not 
always go the way you want, but it can be worked out.   

Band-Aid--to remind you to heal hurt feelings, either yours or 
someone else's.  

Eraser--to remind you everyone makes mistakes. That's okay, we 
learn from our errors.   

Candy Kiss--to remind you everyone needs a hug or a compliment 
everyday.   

Mint--to remind you that you are worth a mint to your family & me.   

Bubble Gum--to remind you to stick with it and you can accomplish 
anything.   

Pencil--to remind you to list your blessings every day.   

Tea Bag--to remind you to take time to relax daily and go over that 
list of blessings.   

This is what makes life worth living every minute, every day. 
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THE OLD PHONE 

When I was quite young, my father had one of the 
first telephones in our neighborhood. I remember the 
polished, old case fastened to the wall. The shiny 
receiver hung on the side of the box. I was too little to 
reach the telephone, but used to listen with fascination 
when my mother talked to it. 

Then I discovered that somewhere inside the 
wonderful device lived an amazing person. Her name 
was 'Information Please.' There was nothing she did not 
know. Information Please could supply anyone's 
number and the correct time. 

My personal experience with the genie-in-a-bottle 
came one day while my mother was visiting a neighbor. 
Amusing myself at the tool bench in the basement, I 
whacked my finger with a hammer, the pain was terrible, 
but there seemed no point in crying because there was 
no one home to give sympathy. 

I walked around the house sucking my throbbing 
finger, finally arriving at the stairway. The telephone! 
Quickly, I ran for the footstool in the parlor and dragged 
it to the landing climbing up; I unhooked the receiver in 
the parlor and held it to my ear. 'Information, please,' I 
said into the mouthpiece just above my head. A click or 
two and a small clear voice spoke into my ear. 

'Information.' 

'I hurt my finger,' I wailed into the phone, the tears 
came readily enough now that I had an audience. 

'Isn't your mother home?' came the question. 

'Nobody's home but me,' I blubbered. 

'Are you bleeding?' the voice asked. 

'No,' I replied. 'I hit my finger with the hammer and it 
hurts.' 

'Can you open the icebox?' she asked. 

I said I could. 

'Then chip off a little bit of ice and hold it to your 
finger,' said the voice. 

After that, I called 'Information Please' for everything. 
I asked her for help with my geography, and she told me 
where Philadelphia was. She helped me with my math. 
She told me my pet chipmunk that I had caught in the 
park just the day before, would eat fruit and nuts. 

Then, there was the time Petey, our pet canary, died. 
I called, 'Information Please,' and told her the sad story. 
She listened, and then said things grown-ups say to 
soothe a child. But I was not consoled. I asked her, 'Why 
is it that birds should sing so beautifully and bring joy to 
all families, only to end up as a heap of feathers on the 
bottom of a cage?' 

She must have sensed my deep concern, for she 
said quietly, 'Wayne, always remember that there are 
other worlds to sing in.' 

Somehow, I felt better. 

Another day I was on the telephone, 'Information 
Please.' 

'Information,' said in the now familiar voice. 

'How do I spell “fix”?' I asked. 

All this took place in a small town in the Pacific 
Northwest. When I was nine years old, we moved 
across the country to Boston. I missed my friend very 
much. 'Information Please' belonged in that old wooden 
box back home and I somehow never thought of trying 
the shiny new phone that sat on the table in the hall. As 
I grew into my teens, the memories of those childhood 
conversations never really left me. 

Often, in moments of doubt and perplexity, I would 
recall the serene sense of security I had then. I 
appreciated now how patient, understanding, and kind 
she was to have spent her time on a little boy. 

A few years later, on my way west to college, my 
plane put down in Seattle.  I had about a half-hour or so 
between planes.  I spent 15 minutes or so on the phone 
with my sister who lived there now. Then without 
thinking what I was doing, I dialed my hometown 
Operator and said, 'Information Please.' 

Miraculously, I heard the small, clear voice I knew so 
well, 'Information.' 

I hadn't planned this, but I heard myself saying, 
'Could you please tell me how to spell “fix”?' 

There was a long pause. Then came the soft-spoken 
answer.  'I guess your finger must have healed by now.' 

I laughed, 'So it's really you,' I said. 'I wonder if you 
have any idea how much you meant to me during that 
time.' 

'I wonder,' she said, 'if you know how much your call 
meant to me. I never had any children and I used to look 
forward to your calls.' 

I told her how often I had thought of her over the 
years and I asked if I could call her again when I came 
back to visit my sister. 

'Please do,' she said. 'Just ask for Sally.' 

Three months later when I was back in Seattle a 
different voice answered ‘Information.' I asked for Sally. 

'Are you a friend?' she said. 

'Yes, a very old friend,' I answered. 

'I'm sorry to have to tell you this,' she said. 'Sally had 
been working part-time the last few years because she 
was sick. She died five weeks ago.' 

Before I could hang up she said, 'Wait a minute, did 
you say your name was Wayne?' 

'Yes.' I answered. 

'Well, Sally left a message for you. She wrote it down 
in case you called. Let me read it to you.' The note said, 
'Tell him there are other worlds to sing in. He'll know 
what I mean.' 

I thanked her and hung up. I knew what Sally meant. 

Never underestimate the impression you may make 
on others. 

Whose life have you touched today? 

 



 14

 
January 2016 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     New Year’s Day 1 2 

     

 

8:00 Men’s Club 
5:00 Worship 
w/communion 
 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9:00 Spirit Safari 
10:15 Worship 
w/communion 
11:30 Mission Team 
2:00-5:00 Epiphany 
Open House-
parsonage 
7:00 HS Youth  

2-4:00 Coffee Shop 
hours-NB Coffee Co 
7:00 Membership 
Team. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3:00 SPLASH 
6:30 JH Youth & 
Confirmation 
7:00 Bell choir 
8:00 Chancel choir 
 
 

7:00 Bible study  
 
 
 

 5:00 Worship 
w/installation of 
council members 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
9:00 Spirit Safari 
10:15 Worship 
w/installation of 
council members 
7:00 HS Youth 

 
 
 

2-4:00 Coffee Shop 
hours-NB Coffee Co 
 

7:00 Church Council 
 

3:00 SPLASH 
6:30 JH Youth & 
Confirmation 
7:00 Bell choir 
8:00 Chancel choir 
 

1:00 Women’s 
Service Group 
7:00 Bible study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00 Worship  
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9:00 Spirit Safari 
10:15 Worship  
 
 
 
Winter break 
All-Nighter 
 

2-4:00 Coffee Shop 
hours-NB Coffee Co 
 
 
 
Winter break 
All-Nighter 
 

7:00 Discipleship 
Team 
 

3:00 SPLASH 
6:30 JH Youth & 
Confirmation 
7:00 Bell choir 
8:00 Chancel choir 

 
BEACON 

ARTICLES DUE 

12:00 Senior 
Luncheon 
7:00 Bible study 

 5:00 Worship  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9:00 Spirit Safari 
10:15 Worship 
11:30 Worship Team 
6:00 Becky’s Book 
Club  
7:00 HS Youth  

2-4:00 Coffee Shop 
hours-NB Coffee Co 
 

 3:00 SPLASH 
6:30 JH Youth & 
Confirmation 
7:00 Bell choir 
8:00 Chancel choir 
 

7:00 Bible study  5:00 Worship 

31       

9:00 Spirit Safari 
10:15 Worship 
6:00 Family Fun 
Night 
7:00 HS Youth  

 

      

 
 

 

 
SPECIAL DATES: 
Jan 3 – Epiphany open house, 2:00-5:00 p.m., parsonage 
Jan 9 & 10 – Installation of council members during worship 
Jan 17 & 18 – Winter Break All-Nighter, Van Wert County YMCA 
Jan 24 – Becky’s Book Club, 6:00 p.m., parsonage 
Jan 31 – Family Fun Night, 6:00 p.m., Assembly Room 
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